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INTRODUCTION

The Anti-Corruption Commission Seychelles (ACCS) was established following the
enactment of the Anti-Corruption Act, 2016, and is a self-governing, independent body
mandated to investigate, detect, prevent, and prosecute corrupt practices. It is also
responsible for managing the Declaration of Assets for senior public servants and public
figures under the Public Officers Ethics Act 2008 and the Public Persons (Declarations
of Assets, Liabilities and Business Interests) Act 2016.

The ACCS operates in line with the United Nations Convention Against Corruption
(UNCAC), which Seychelles signed in 2004 and ratified in 2006. The Commission
operates independently, with no control from any person or authority.

Information Officer Info:
- Name: Ms. Aurestina Bonne
- Length in Post: Six months
- Email: hrae@accsey.com
- Phone: 4326061
- Mobile: 2605957
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MANDATE, VISION AND MISSION

MANDATE

To investigate, detect, prevent, and prosecute corrupt practices in the government sector
as stipulated in the Anti-Corruption Act, 2016.

Amendments made to the Act in 2019, has given the Anti-Corruption Commission

Seychelles policing powers and also the power to prosecute all corruption related
offences.

VISION

To be a robust institution that fosters a corruption-free society in an environment of
integrity, accountability, and transparency.

MISSION

To fight corruption through effective investigation, detection and prevention of
corrupt practices for a corruption-free Seychelles.
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ANNUAL REPORT REQUIREMENTS (AS PER
SECTION 54 OF THE ACCESS TO INFORMATION

ACT)

SR

No.

ATI ACT REQUIREMENTS

No.

1)

The total number of ATI requests for access received;

2)

TYPE OF INFORMATION

The number of requests for personal information

(—]

The number of request for public domain information

The number of request for third party information

The number of request for commercial and confidential
Information

The number of request for law enforcement information

The number of request for privileged documents

The number of request for protection of life and safety of an
individual information

The number of request for National Security and defence

The number of request for International relations

The number of request for Economic interest of the state

The number of request for Academic or professional
examination and recruitment process information

The number of request for proposal submitted to Cabinet

3)

The number of requests for access granted in full;

4)

The number of requests for access refuse in full;

The number of requests for access refuse in part;

CIFIFIF| @ Qe @ e @ & @

S)

The number of times each provision of Part III
(EXEMPTIONS) was relied on to refuse access in full;

The number of times each provision of Part IIT
(EXEMPTIONS) was relied on to refuse access in part;

6)

The number of request abandoned after request

7)

The number of request but no records exist
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8) | The number of cases in which the periods stipulated in
section 11 were extended in terms of section 12;

9) | The number of review applications lodged with the head of
the information holder;

10) | The number of reviews lodged on the ground that a request
for access was regarded as having been refused in terms of
section 14;

11) | The number of cases in which, as a result of a review, access
was given to information;

12) | The number of request transferred to another Public Body
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I.| A description of the steps or efforts taken by the head of the body to
encourage all officers of that body to comply with the provisions of this
Act;

To encourage compliance with the provisions of the Act, the head of the
body has taken the following steps:
- All officers and employees have been provided with a copy of the Act
to ensure they are fully informed of its requirements.
- In addition, the Act has been made permanently accessible via our
internal server, allowing staff to reference it at any time.

I} Any facts which indicate an effort by the body to administer and implement
the spirit and intention of the Act according to its submitted plan;

While the formal implementation plan is still in the drafting stage, the
body has demonstrated its commitment to administering and upholding
the spirit and intention of the Act. Following the succession from the
previous Information Officer, the current officer has taken active steps
toward finalising the draft plan, with completion anticipated by the year
2026. This transitional phase reflects a deliberate and structured
approach to ensuring that the principles of transparency, access to
information, and accountability—as intended by the Act—are fully
integrated into the body’s operations moving forward.

IIL{ Particulars of any penalties imposed against any person under this Act;
YES[] NO (If yes, list down)

LV.| Particulars of any disciplinary action taken against any person under this
Act; YES [ ] NO (If yes, list down)
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CHALLENGES

1. Balancing Transparency and Confidentiality:
Due to the sensitive nature of the ACCS’s work, particularly concerning
ongoing investigations and the safety of staff, there is a significant
challenge in meeting the transparency requirements set forth in the
Access to Information Act. Certain information cannot be disclosed,
which may lead to perceived non-compliance with mandatory publication
provisions.

2. Compliance with Section 5 of the Act:
The requirement for mandatory publication of information via publicly
accessible websites is difficult to fully meet due to the varied types of
sensitive data handled by law enforcement bodies like the ACCS. The
challenge lies in finding a balance between fulfilling public access
obligations and protecting critical operational and security details.

3. Exemptions and Flexibility in Auditing Framework:
While certain exemptions are outlined in the Act for law enforcement
bodies, the ACCS has been marked as non-compliant in previous audits.
This suggests a potential gap in understanding or flexibility in the audit
framework, particularly when considering the unique operations of law
enforcement entities and their need for confidentiality.

4. Clarity and Guidance on Auditing Process:
There is a lack of detailed guidance on the specific criteria or checklist
used by auditors to assess compliance, particularly for entities with
complex operational needs. Without clarity on these points, the ACCS
faces difficulty in ensuring it meets all aspects of the Act, while still

adhering to necessary security and operational protocols.

Page | 15



5. Differentiation of Operational Needs Across Entities:
The audit framework appears to apply uniform standards to all public
organizations, without taking into account the distinct needs of different
entities, such as law enforcement bodies. This creates challenges in
ensuring compliance with the Act without compromising the integrity of

law enforcement work.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Having reviewed the Access to Information Act, 2018 and considered the findings of
the last audit conducted by the Information Commission, we would appreciate further
clarification regarding the checklist used for auditing public organisations, particularly
in relation to the mandatory publication of information under Section 5 via publicly
accessible websites. Given the nature of operations within entities such as the ACCS,
there are several categories of information that we are unable to disclose—either for
the safety of our staff or to preserve the integrity of ongoing investigations. Therefore,
we seek guidance on how these constraints are taken into account in the audit process,

as the current framework may inadvertently lead to an appearance of non-compliance.

Furthermore, while the Access to Information Act provides certain exemptions for the
ACCS, the last audit report still marked the Commission as non-compliant in some
areas. We would appreciate further insight into the audit framework, particularly its
flexibility in accommodating the varying operational needs of different entities.
Understanding this will help us ensure that we align with the spirit of the Act while
also addressing the unique challenges that law enforcement bodies face in maintaining

both transparency and confidentiality.
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DECLARATION

I declare that in accordance to Section 54 of the Access to Information, Act 2018, the Annual
Report are to the best of my knowledge, true, accurate and complete as per the requirements.

...............

Name of Information Officer Signature Date

[ confirm that this Annual Report is verified and true, accurate and complete to my knowledge
as the Head of Information Holder of (Insert the name of Public Body) on the date stated
below.
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