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Rationale
Public Opinion Survey on corruption is the first of its kind to be conducted in Seychelles. It is an
initiative of the Anti-Corruption Commission Seychelles (ACCS). This survey will provide a baseline
and comparison for future research and analysis. It will also help the Prevention and Education
Department of the Anti-Corruption Commission Seychelles (ACCS) to better formulate its plan
and objectives for its Prevention and Education programme in its fight against corruption.

Findings from this survey will confirm the existence of corruption in Seychelles. It will also provide
valuable insight into the level of corruption in the country. Analysed data will then be used to
help government, civil society and the private sector to formulate and implement policies and
programs to improve management and governance in the country and thus reduce corrupt
practices.

This first ever Public Opinion Survey on Corruption in Seychelles has been conducted with its
primary objectives to document and measure corruption by analysing the nature and
interpretation of corrupt practices which the public encounter.
On behalf of the Prevention and Education department and the Anti-Corruption Commission
Seychelles as a whole, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the Seychelles Postal
Services and all the respondents who willingly assisted us in executing this survey. I appreciated
the role of all the staff of ACCS have played, especially those from the Prevention and Education
Department for successfully conducting the survey.

Working from a low budget being a donation by the United Nation Development Programme
(UNDP), it was necessary to focus on the pertinent issues of corruption which could be easily
interpreted.
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Methodology
A self-administered questionnaire was developed using nine short and simple closed-end
questions and one open-ended questions about corruption, in English and Creole (being the
native language)

The reason for using the self-administered questionnaire were based on the following reasons:
•

Small budget.

•

Lack of human resources to administer Interviewer-administered questionnaires, hence
easier for the questioning of the large number of people.

•

Perceived as more anonymous and may therefore yield more accurate data on sensitive
issues.

•

No interviewer biases.

The questionnaire was structured to monitor and evaluate knowledge, attitudes and practices
relating to corruption and corrupt practices. The survey was designed to provide specific data to
be used by ACCS in developing project monitoring and communications and evaluation plans,
such as public awareness of the existence of ACCS and its purpose; ACCS’s impact in terms of
reporting corruption; sensitivity and involvement of citizens in governance; public perceptions
regarding other institutions; and awareness and perceptions of the role of ACCS in fighting
corruption.

This project is a baseline study to be followed by subsequent surveys to provide comparative
data about the level of corruption in Seychelles and measure the ACCS Strategic Plan in line with
its Performance Indicators.
The questionnaires were post-paid and mailed to the respondents. They only had to complete
and send it back to the post office or hand it over to the postman/postwoman on their other
visits.
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Sample size, Frame and Stratification
A sample size of 15,000 respondents from the three main islands, Mahé, Praslin and La Digue was
targeted representing 50% of the total number of household in the country.

Summary of analysis

People from the age of 17 to 88 years old participated in the survey and 48% of the respondents
were male while 52% were female which shows no marginal gender disparity.

AGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS

Participation: Gender

25.9
23.4

48%
15.4

13.3

13.6

5.9
2.1
16-25

26-35
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36-45

46-55

56-65

66-75

76-85

0.3
86-95

Female
Male
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52%

Place of Employment of respondents.
More people in the private sector responded to the survey with a percentage of 51.5, whereas
35.8% were from the public sector. Only 13% of the respondents were unemployed.

Q1:Place of Employment

60

51.5

40

35.8

20

13.0

0
Public

Private

Unemployed

Existence of ACCS and its role

The survey indicated that the majority of the participants are aware of the existence of the AntCorruption Seychelles, with a score of 86%.
All the respondent had an understanding of the role of ACCS. People gave multiple answers
though they could not prioritise its main role.

Q2: KNOWLEDGE OF THE EXISTENCE OF THE
ACCS
9

5

Q3: THE ROLE OF ACCS
Punish,
23%
Identify,
22%

Eradicate,
48%

86

yes

6|Page

No

NA

Find Truth
& Justice,
49%

Reduce,
17%
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Knowledge of the term corruption
More than half of the respondents have an understanding of the term corruption. However, 27%
of them did not respond to the question. This does not necessarily mean that they do not know.
It may also mean that they could not interpret it, whereas 17% do not know what corruption is.

Q4: KNOWLEDGE OF THE TERM CORRUPTION

YES

NO

No
Response

56%

17%

27%

Some interesting answers from the respondents are listed below.
•

Dishonest and unethical behaviour by anyone in a position of authority.

•

A group of rich, greedy and thieving individuals who rob, blackmail and profit on
hardworking and low-income individuals for their personal gain and benefits.

•

Fer tou mal pour annan ou prop lobzektif. (i.e. Do everything wrong for the benefit of your
personal agenda.)

•

Ler ou vinn ris lo kouraz lezot. (i.e. when you become rich on the courage of others)
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The level of Corruption in Seychelles

The level of corruption was considered to be very high by 82.8% of the respondents. Only 2.7%
of the respondents thought corruption levels were low. Though only 56% of the respondent could
explain the term corruption, a greater percentage agreed that the level of corruption is high,
which could therefore indicate that more people know what corruption is, than what the results
show.

Q5: The Level of Corruption
Low

2.7

High

82.8

Medium

11.4

None

0.3

NA

2.7

In which sector do you think there is more corruption?

Though more people who participated in the survey were from the private sector, 69% of the
respondents stated that there is more corruption in the public sector. Only 9% stated that
corruption is more common in the public sector while 16% mention both the public and private
sector.
Q6: In which sector do you think there is more
corruption?
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Public

69%

Private

9%

Both

16%

NA/Don't Know

6%
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The level of corruption is perceived to be higher in the Offshores sector (52.1%), followed by the
construction sector with 25.6%. Corruption was considered least common in the Tourism sector.

Q7: GRADE THE FOUR SECTORS FROM THE HIGHEST (1) LOWEST (4) IN
TERMS OF MOST CORRUPT PRACTICES.
Offshores

Tourism

Fisheries

Constructions

%

%

%

%

Rating

1

52.1

13.3

14.2

25.6

2

13.0

20.2

18.1

21.1

3

6.3

22.9

19.9

19.3

4

17.5

18.7

22.6

11.1

The Main Causes of corruption.

Most of the respondents perceive greed and abuse of power as the main causes for corruption.
A significant percentage agreed that low income is also a cause for corruption.
There was also 25% of the respondents who perceived the main causes of corruption to be both
greed and abuse of power. Conflict of Interest was found to be the least cause for corruption.

Q8: MAIN CAUSES OF CORRUPTION
Low income

22.3

Greed/Private Gain

34.9

ABUSE
GREED

25%

OF
POWER

Conflict of interest

8.4

Abuse of power

34.6
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More people have been offered a bribe than have offer to give a bribe. Though being only 22.6%
of the respondents who have been offered a bribe, such amount proves significant in the
Seychelles context being a country with a small population.
The knowledge of bribes further indicates that more respondents are aware of the act of corrupt
practices than what is shown from the response of question 4, about what do they know about
the word corruption. This is also strengthened when they were asked about whether they have
ever offered a bribe, of which the 91.1% said no.
Q9: HAVE YOU EVER BEEN OFFERED A BRIBE

Q9: HAVE YOU EVER OFFERED SOMEONE BRIBE
7.5

yes
no

91.9

Yes
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No

Conclusion

The findings from this survey indicate that corruption is perceived to really exist in Seychelles.
Though it does not paint a good picture of the status of corruption in Seychelles, they do identify
reasons for optimism.

It is encouraging to note that though most of the respondents perceive the level of corruption as
being very high, only less than a quarter of them believed a primary factor causing corruption is
low income. This therefore as in the case for Seychelles, contradict the widespread perception
that most corrupt acts result from low income and subsequently economic hardship.

Some respondents indicated their frustration against corrupt practices in the country. They did
so by naming specific organisation and individuals though it was not required of them to do so.
Some who gave bribe even stated their reason for doing so.

It is important to state that this was a Public Perception survey. The data reflect the ideas, beliefs
and judgments of the citizens who participated in the survey and likely represent the views of
general public. It is with considerable confidence that the Anti-corruption Commission Seychelles
can use its results to create strategies to address corruption in Seychelles.
By conducting this survey, the ACCS has already created an awareness and signal its intention in
its fight against corruption.
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Appendix
2017 Public Opinion Survey on Corruption : Questionnaire
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United against
CORRUPTION
for development, peace and security
Victoria House (4th Floor), P.O Box 1456, Victoria, Mahé, Seychelles, Tel: +248 4326061 E mail: communications@accsey.com
Website: www.accsey.com

